The Self-Help Group (SHG) approach is a new paradigm into the field of rural development with its main objectives--to increase the well-being of the poor people, provide access to resources and credit, increase self-confidence, self-esteem and increase their creditability in all aspects of lives. Self-Help Group is a voluntary and self-managed group of women, belonging to similar socio-economic characteristics, who come together to promote savings among themselves. The poverty alleviation intervention of the SHG is in the form of undertaking economic programmes to provide employment, giving micro finance 1 services to the poor so that they get themselves acquainted with skills and occupational diversification. The present chapter made an attempt to assess the impact of SHG programme on eradication of rural women's poverty. To assess the impact of SHG programme on eradication of rural poverty, the "Poverty Eradication Index (PEI)" is considered with emphasis on two causal factors namely--employment generation and income generation and three impact factors namely--consumption pattern, skill and knowledge level and health care.
To estimate the eradication of rural poverty, the primary data collected pertaining to the above five variables namely, employment generation, income generation, consumption pattern, skill and knowledge level and health care. The position of women before joining in SHG and after joining in SHG with respect to these five variables are compared, indices are calculated to measure the impact. On the basis of the indices the total poverty eradication index is calculated for the three districts and the Andhra Pradesh as a whole.
The Poverty Eradication Index (PEI)
The Poverty 1 Micro finance is the providing small amount of loan that are repaid within short period of time and essentially used by low income individuals and households.
Methods and Factors used in describing the Five Variables
All the five variables, employment generation and income generation, consumption pattern, skill and knowledge level and health care have been considered based on some basic principles which are described in the following--
Employment Generation (E)
The SHG Programme generates the self employment opportunities through providing credit support to the SHG members. The economic activity which generates employment above or equal to 182 working days to a woman member in a year is considered as gainful employment. For the purpose of estimation of the poverty eradication this study considered only the gainful employment as an indicator.
Income Generation (Y)
Income generation of the sample respondents is another indicator of eradication of rural poverty. Annual income of Rs. 24000 is drawn as poverty line by Planning Commission of India. If the annual income is less than 24000, such are under below poverty line. If the annual income is above 24000, such are above the poverty line. Accordingly, this study considered only the gainful income includes the respondents on the poverty line and above the poverty line.
Consumption Pattern (C)
The movement of the respondents who are moving from necessaries to comforts and luxurious items is considered as improvement in their consumption pattern. It indicates change in their life style. In this consumption pattern eight factors mixer and grinder, fan, cycle, L.P.G. gas connection, T.V, cell phone, V.C.D and motor cycle have considered as comforts and luxurious items. Out of this eight items one who has at least four or above items is considered as improvement in consumption pattern of that particular respondent. It means who are having 50 per cent of goods is taking as consideration to the improvement in consumption pattern.
Knowledge (K)
Knowledge indicates literacy, education and skill of the respondents. 
Health Care (H)
Health care indicates the women's access to health care and nutritional levels. 
Scale of PEI Analysis
If PEI is equal to 1, it indicates that 100 per cent of eradication of poverty or if PEI is zero, it indicates that the poverty eradication is zero. If the value of PEI is greater than zero, it indicates that the certain percentage of people is lifted above the poverty line through joining in SHG programme.
PEI Estimation based on the Comparison between Before and After joining in SHG
The primary data collected for all the above five variables, the data collected before and after joining in SHGs of women respondents in Andhra Pradesh is used to estimate PEI. In this section PEI constructed separately to each sample district and as well as to Andhra Pradesh as a whole. A sample of size of 100 respondents is interviewed for each district and totally 300 sample respondents are interviewed in all the three districts.
PEI in Srikakulam District
Based on the primary data regarding to the five variables of Srikakulam district each variable index has been constructed and based upon that each variable index the PEI is estimated. The details pertaining to the impact of SHGs in
Srikakulam district is given in the following table 7.1. Further, it is observed that the Srikakulam PEI is 0.349. It indicates that 34.9 per cent poverty is eradicated in Srikakulam district out of 100 women respondents after joining in SHG programme.
PEI in Mahabubnagar District
Before and after joining in SHG information related to the five variables, each variable index and the PEI of Mahabubnagar district is presented in the following table 7.2. Table 7 .2 reveals that in Mahabubnagar district out of 100 women respondents 20 have gainful employment before joining SHG but their number increased to 25 after joining SHG. In income generation 6 respondents have crossed the poverty line before joining SHG but it has increased to 25 respondents who crossed the poverty line after joining SHG. The number of respondents who improved their consumption pattern is 40 respondents after joining SHG. But before SHG there is no improvement in their consumption pattern of the total respondents. The number of respondents gained Skill and knowledge is increased from 3 to 45 respondents after joining SHG.
The number of respondents improved their health care is increased from 22 to 88 after joining SHG. On the basis of this each variable index PEI is estimated. The Mahabubnagar PEI value is 0.389 which indicates that 38.9 per cent of poverty has been eradicated due to joining in SHG programme of rural women in Mahabubnagar district.
PEI in Ananthapur District
Before going to estimate the PEI of the respondents of Ananthapur district each variable index is constructed based on the primary data. On the basis of the before and after joining SHG information of each variable, the index number of each variable is measured and based on variable index the PEI is estimated. Impact of SHG on selected five variables in Ananthapur district is presented in Table 7 .3. Note: (i) 's' indicates total respondents (100) and 'w' indicates points (20) assigned to each variable.
(ii) W = Sum of total points (100) of all the five variables. Source: Primary Data. Table 7 .3 shows that in Ananthapur district out of 100 women respondents only 6 respondents have gainful employment before joining SHG but their number is increased to 46 respondents after joining SHG. In income generation only 3 respondents are crossed poverty line before joining SHG but it is increased from 3 to 
PEI in Andhra Pradesh
To calculate the eradication of poverty through SHG programme in Andhra Pradesh the variable index is measuring based on each variable according to the before and after joining SHG information of the 300 women respondents. The details about the impact of SHGs in Andhra Pradesh are given in the following table 7.4. Table 7 .4 reveals that In Andhra Pradesh out of 300 women respondents 51 respondents have gainful employment before joining SHG but it is increase to 104 respondents after joining in SHG. In income generation through the employment is only 10 before joining SHG and it is increased to 81 respondents who gained income generation after joining SHG. The number of respondent women improved their consumption pattern increased from 1 to 132 after joining in SHG programme. The number of respondents gained knowledge has been increased from 10 to 133 after joining SHG. The number of women respondents has improved their health care increased from 46 to 260 after joining in SHG programme. 
Conclusion
Among the three districts Ananthapur district is in the first place in poverty eradication through SHG programme than Mahabubnagar and Srikakulam districts.
Srikakulam is found to be third place in eradication of poverty. In Ananthapur 55.2 per cent of poverty has been eradicated but in Mahabubnagar 38.9 per cent of poverty has been eradicated and in Srikakulam there is only 34.9 per cent poverty has been eradicated by the SHG programme. In all districts health care index has contributed more in poverty eradication. The less contribution is by the employment index except Ananthapur district where the lowest share is contributed by income index. It shows that on an average SHG programme eradicated 55.2 per cent of the poverty in Ananthapur district while for the state of Andhra Pradesh it is 43.2 per cent.
Eventhough it shows that the SHGs have provided a good environment for the upliftment of the rural poor women in the study area. But it is also observed that poverty still persists among the rural poor women since some of their average annual per capita income is not able to cross completely the below poverty line mark.
To sum up, the formation of SHG has created opportunities for the poor to participate into the various income earning activities for the women respondents in the region. Therefore, it can be concluded that the SHG programme can be taken as resource mobilization support for the rural poor women since the self-help approach give a sense of achieving collective strength by generating their income as well. Thus SHG provides a motivation for the building up capabilities on the part of their members in the sample area through providing various capacity building processes.
